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On August 14, 2024, Loretta E. Smith, born March 12, 1948, in
Orange, NJ, to Joan and Richard Bennert (deceased), was called
home to be with the Lord. Loretta’s life was a testament to her faith
and dedication.

While growing up in Orange, NJ Loretta met and married the love of
her life, Rev. Moses Smith Jr. Together, they raised four children:
Renee L. Smith, Carl R. Smith (deceased), Tracy Green (deceased),
and Cher A. Smith Acevedo. Her deep faith was ignited by watching
The 700 Club, and she became a devoted warrior for Christ.

Throughout her ministry, Loretta ran the Essex County Prison
Ministry, the Homeless Ministry, and the Dorcas Women’s Ministry
out of Camden, NJ. Despite her extensive ministry work, her primary
focus was always her home and her beloved family, neighbors, and
friends. Loretta’s home was a sanctuary for youth worship, Bible
studies, choir rehearsals, and church family cookouts. Her passion for
singing, witnessing, and leading souls to Christ defined her life’s
work.

Her powerful spirit remains an inspiration to many.

Evangelist Loretta E. Smith is preceded in death by her husband,
Moses Smith Jr.; her son, Carl R. Smith; her daughter, Tracy L.
Green; and her grandson, Shelton Green Jr. Her two beloved
daughters survive her, Renee L. Smith and Cher A. Smith Acevedo;
her sisters, Donna Cavanaugh and Joan Bennert; her brothers, Jeff
Bennert and Richard Bennert; as well as her 18 grandchildren, 42
great-grandchildren, and 2 great-great-grandchildren and a host of
nieces and nephews.

We will always love and remember you, rest in peace.
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Afterglow

I’d like the memory of me
To be a happy one,
I'd like to leave an afterglow
Of smiles when day is done.

I"d like to leave an echo
Whispering softly down the ways,
Of happy times and laughing times

And bright and sunny days.
I’d like the tears of those who grieve
To dry before the sun
Of happy memories that I leave behind,

When the day is done.
-Helen Lowrie Marshall
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The family acknowledges with deep appreciation
all acts of kindness extended to them during this
bereavement hour. May God bless you for all your
thoughtfulness and concern.
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