
Sunset
January 14, 2018

Sunrise
January 22, 1937



Musical Prelude ............................................................ Rev. Donald R. Harper, Minister of Music

Processional
(Please Stand)

Music  Ministry .......................................................................................... New Jersey Mass Choir
Trust Me

Worship Leader ........................................................................................ Min. Antoinette Williams

Opening Hymn ............................................................................................ New Jersey Mass Choir
Praise Him

Invocation .................................................................................................... Rev. Lula Baker, Pastor
Cross & Crown Christian Church, East Orange, NJ

Old Testament Scripture

New Testament Scripture

Ministry of Music ....................................................................................... New Jersey Mass Choir

Prayer of Comfort ..............................................................................  Bishop Rudy Carlton, Pastor
Jehovah Jireh Praise & Worship Center, Newark, NJ

Reflections on a Life Well Lived
(1-2 minutes please)

• Mr. Harri Close, Vice President of the National Funeral Directors & Morticians Association
• Mr. Carlton Douglas, Past President of the National Funeral Directors & Morticians Association
• Rev. Ryan Buckland, President of the Garden State Funeral Directors Association
• Councilwoman Mildred C. Crump, Newark City Municipal Council President

Services
Sunday, January 21, 2018 - 3:00 p.m.

Bethany Baptist Church
275 West Market Street • Newark, New Jersey 07103

Rev. Timothy L. Jones, Pastor



• Councilwoman Gayle Chaneyfield-Jenkins, Central Ward
• Mr. Clarence Taylor, Longest Employed Staff Member of Perry Funeral Home and close friend
• Mr. Samuel Arnold, Manager of Perry Funeral Home and brother
• Mr. Christopher Reynolds, Grandson
• Mr. Tre’ Moore, Grandson

Ministry of Music ................................................................................................. Frierson Brothers
Fellowship Baptist Church, Newark, NJ

Acknowledgements, Letters & Resolutions .................................... Marjorie Hunter, Church Clerk
Bethany Baptist Church, Newark, NJ

Obituary
Read Silently

Ministry of Music ....................................................................................... New Jersey Mass Choir

A Special Tribute to my Mother
Rev. Elizabeth Tracey Perry-Tisdale

Ministry of Music ...................................................................... Evangelist Cisely Martin-Breeden
Faith Temple Original Freewill Baptist Church, East Orange, NJ

“The Corinthian Song”

Eulogy ................................................................................................... Rev. Timothy Jones, Pastor
Bethany Baptist Church, Newark, NJ

Prayer of Blessing & Benediction
Rev. Timothy L. Jones, Pastor

Bethany Baptist Church, Newark, NJ

Recessional ................................................................................................... New Jersey Mass Choir
(Please Stand)

Private Entombment
Fairmount Cemetery
Newark, New Jersey

Repast
Immediately following the service in the Bethany Baptist Church Fellowship Hall

Pall Bearers
Perry Funeral Home Staff

Honor Bearers
Grandchildren



Virginia A. Perry was born in Bassett, Virginia, on January 22, 1937. She was
the eldest of ten children born to the late Robert and Geneva Arnold. Her
mother, Geneva, died at the age of 37 when Virginia was only 17 years old. She
worked hard helping her father take care of her siblings and working various
jobs in the community. Her father later remarried Lucy Brown-Mann.

After high school Virginia went on to graduate from the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore with a degree in Business Administration. It was

during this time that she met and married the love of her life, Orlando K. Perry, Sr.

Virginia, who didn’t like death or funerals, had no idea the impact that
Orlando would have on her life and career choices. First of all, they met
in Piscataway at a funeral. Second, on their first date they got locked in
a cemetery. Then, Orlando became the owner and operator of Perry’s
Funeral Home.

After teaching in Newark for nine years and Roselle for one year
Virginia reenrolled in the American Academy McAllister Institute of
Mortuary Science and Funeral Directing located in New York City.

She and Orlando had three children, Nancy, Orlando Jr., and Elizabeth
Tracey while working and attending school. In 1976, she graduated and
became a licensed funeral director, but her children were her greatest accomplishment.

Orlando enjoyed having Virginia by his side in the family business and taught her many things.
He was also a smart man and let her handle every aspect of the business. Virginia had a business
acumen and social grace beyond compare. She knew just what to say to put grieving families at
ease.

Virginia’s flair and sense of style extended to interior design making an elegant yet comfortable
setting for families to receive services. .

Not one to sit still, Virginia was also the owner of two
successful boutiques, “Ginny Re’s” in Montclair, NJ to
accommodate the “fluffy” women and “Treasures Unlimited”
an accessory boutique in South Orange, NJ.



When Orlando passed away in 1990, even in the midst of sorrow,
Virginia rose to the occasion and assumed her husband’s role as of
President of Perry’s Funeral Home. She held this position for twenty-
eight years.

A faithful member of Bethany Baptist Church, Virginia worked on the
Black College and Building Fund Committees. She also chaired
Mother’s Day Weekend and Homecoming “2000.” Virginia helped
raise funds for the Christian Academy, a new addition to the church.

She held memberships in Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Essex and Union County Funeral Directors
Association, Garden State Funeral Directors Association, National Funeral Directors and
Morticians Association, Women’s Auxiliary, National Funeral Directors Association and an
Associate Member in Jack and Jill of America.

Virginia received numerous community service and humanitarian awards. Yet she remained
unpretentious, always preferring to operate in the background and behind the scenes. She was
instrumental in many local youth receiving scholarships and remained a part of their lives even
after graduation. Two of these students became employees of the funeral home, one for over 35
years and the other for over 18 years.

A traveler, she traveled the United States and visited 4 of 7 world continents inquiring about
funeral practices in various destinations.

Virginia loved to cook and entertain. She would host dinners and brunches at home for family and
friends. Her passion for decorating led to a collection of black art that is to be envied. She believed
in giving from the heart; helping others with no strings attached. Virginia’s strength and
perseverance can be identified in her favorite quote “When life hands you a lemon, start making

lemonade.

She was predeceased by her parents, Robert and Geneva and her
stepmother, Lucy Arnold. Her husband, Orlando K. Perry, Sr., her
children, Orlando “Kenny” Perry, Jr. and Nancy Perry Velez. Her
brothers John and Doyle Houston Arnold, and sister, Rosa Arnold.

Virginia leaves to cherish her memory a daughter, Elizabeth Tracey
Tisdale (Dorian), her grandchildren, George, Angela, Christopher,
Brianna, Alicia, Tre’, and Kylin, 3 brothers, Robert (Delories), Samuel
(Retha), and Walter (Shirley), 3 sisters, Lula, Peggy, and Juanita (James).
And a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, friends and the entire Perry
Funeral Home Staff.







The Perry – Arnold Family would
like to thank each and every one
for their acts of kindness shown

during their time of bereavement.
We would also like to give special thanks to

Beth Israel Medical Center
Morristown Memorial

Hospital
Dr. Dolores Johnson
Rev. Denise Tolbert

Bethany Baptist Church
Perry Funeral Home Staff

Woody’s Home for Services
Nurse Brenda Kelly
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34 Mercer Street
Newark, New Jersey

(973) 824-9201
www.perryfuneralhome.com

Professional Services Provided By:

163 Oakwood Avenue
Orange, New Jersey 07050


