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Catherine E. Rorex



Catherine Evans Rorex, a beloved sister, aunt, great aunt, great great aunt
transitioned peacefully on October 23, 2017 at 3:04pm while holding Heidi-
baby's hand.

The late Catherine E. Rorex was born on January 25, 1916. She was the second
child of Jack P. Evans and Kate Owens of Prince George County, Virginia. She
received her education in the public school of Disputanta, VA. She accepted
Christ at an early age and joined Loving Union Baptist Church.

In the 1930's, she migrated to New York City seeking employment. She was an
excellent seamstress. She met and married Ralph Rorex on November 22, 1946
in New York City. They were together for 37 years, before his demise on
February 11, 1983. There were no children from this union.

Catherine was a long-standing and devoted member of Abyssinian Baptist
Church. In her later years, she joined Shiloh Baptist Church until her health
began to fail. An active member of Drew Hamilton Senior Center, Catherine
also participated as a member of the tenant patrol. Auntie Catherine, as she was
affectionately known, had a winning smile and a laugh that would stop you in
your tracks. She loved to bake, cook and talk. Her favorite things in the whole
wide world were sweets and a HOT cup of coffee. Even in her last days, her
memory of her family history was intact.

She is preceded in death by her husband, Ralph Rorex, her sisters, Grace
Hopkins, Ann Brown, Susie Holt and her brother, John Evans.

Catherine leaves to cherish her memories: one sister, Daisy Evans Thomas
Morgan; niece, Barbara Miller; nephew, Wilbert "Old Sparrow Legs" Holt
(Rosemary Holt); niece, Belinda; niece and god-daughter, Yvette Felicia
Thomas; god-daughter, Carol Thomas; a host of great, and great great nieces,
nephews and a host of relatives and friends.

A special thank you to Heidi, Hector, Wilbert and Felicia for the help, love and
support given. From slavery to seeing a Black man become president,
Auntie Catherine fought a good fight, kept the faith and finished the
course.
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I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free

I’m following the path God laid for me
I took his hand when I heard Him call

I turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day.

To laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I found that peace at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it up with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Oh, yes these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored much.

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time  seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free!

-author unknown


