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Rev. Dr. Gadson L. Graham Jr.
From share cropping to sharing the word of God with others. He never forgot his roots.
From being a small colored boy living day to day on a farm in Lake City, South Carolina
to becoming a Doctor of Theology. From hearing stories of what God can do, to being a
living testimony of what God will do.

Dr. Gadson L. Graham transitioned from mortal to immortal on August 9th, 2017 at the
Care One in Cresskill, New Jersey.

Rev. Dr. Gadson L. Graham was born the son of Gadson Graham, Sr. and Bertha
(Timmons) Graham in a small one-house town called Lake City, South Carolina on April
19, 1935. He was their youngest child. His birth mother, Bertha Graham died when he
was two years old. God filled the emptiness with another mother, Mrs. Ida Graham whom
he called “Mama”. Ida took Gadson under her wing and raised him as he was her very
own. She was a major influence throughout his life.

His parents were both deeply involved in church; his mother was Baptist and his father,
Methodist. They worshiped at Mount Beulah United Methodist Church and Bethlehem
Baptist Church in Lake City. Although they were involved in different denominations,
they equally shared and taught him the Word of God. Church was where he learned some
of his lasting life lessons.

He accepted Christ at a young age. He recalls the best day of his life was when God
reached down, touched him and whispered in his ear “my child, I love you.”

He was educated in Lake City Public Schools and after graduating from Lake City High
School he left South Carolina to come to Englewood, New Jersey. Once he arrived in
New Jersey the first thing he wanted to do was decide what he wanted to do with his life,
since he desired a change of pace after experiencing life on a farm. He accepted a job at
Max Grobrow Real Estate in Englewood, New Jersey.

This Is My Life Written By



Gadson began his preaching in the fields and woods. In the midst of the sweltering heat
and the sun beating down on his face and back. The Lord revealed to him, He wanted him
to spread his word by preaching the Gospel. The urge to preach was so great He could not
resist it, even though for a while he tried. Gadson finally surrendered to the Lord’s calling.

Shortly thereafter, he married his wife, Harrie Maude Cameron and to this union three
children were born, Timothy, Gertha and Barry.

He was licensed to preach by Reverend Harry McGill, pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church
in Lake City and ordained by the Jerusalem Baptist Association of South Carolina.

He and Harrie Maude joined the Community Baptist Church of Englewood, New Jersey
under the late Reverend J.M. Wilson, Senior Pastor and the late Rev. Archibald Barrow
was Assistant Pastor. For the next three years He served as Associate Pastor under Wilson
and Barrows. While serving at Community Baptist he met the Late Reverend Flovelle
LaGarde, Senior Pastor of the Community Baptist Church of Paterson, NJ. He adopted
Rev. Graham into his family as a son and also provided invaluable training to him
throughout the early stages of his ministry.

After successful tutelage, Rev. Graham went on to become Assistant Pastor of
Community Baptist Church in Paterson, New Jersey under Rev. LaGarde.

On April 16, 1959, Rev. Gadson L. Graham was installed as Pastor of the Canaan Baptist
Church. And for the next 56 years. He would pastor its people. The work that God had
assigned to him in the hot cotton field of South Carolina had been fulfilled.

He immediately began working towards building a new church building for the Canaan
Baptist Church. On August 11, 1963 was the groundbreaking service to begin building the
new church and two years later it was complete. As the years progressed and the church
membership and ministries increased, it resulted in the continued expansion of the Canaan
Church property twice.

While leading a church, fulfilling his duties as a husband and father and maintaining a job
Rev. Graham continued his education. He graduated from Shelton College (the first in his



family to graduate from college) in 1965. He continued his studies at the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New York and attended the Lyman Beecher Lecture Series at Yale
University in New Haven, Connecticut 1975 and 1976 and studied at the Jerusalem Center
for Learning in Israel along with receiving his Masters and Doctorate Degrees in Theology
from Andersonville Seminary in Camilla, Georgia. In 1985, he toured parts of Africa with
the African American Summit. On one of his many trips to Africa and South Africa he was
honored to meet the Honorable Nelson Mandela, President of South Africa and the
Honorable Robert Mugabe, President of Zimbabwe.

In 1975, Rev. Alfred Pugh extended an invitation to Dr. Graham to accompany him and
other ministers on a trip to Haiti in an effort to make donations to needy families. This life
changing experience had such an impact on Dr. Graham that he was motivated to expand
Canaan’s mission work to Haiti. Our outreach program in Haiti feeds 20,000 people who
inhabit 900 acres of farmland in Leogane, Haiti. The foreign missions program in Haiti,
supports a school, hospital, nursing home and church. In addition to the work in Haiti we
also have extended our foreign missions program to Africa.

Some of Dr. Gadson L. Graham accolades:
   • Travelled extensively throughout the world and has preached and witnessed on 5 of the 7 continents.
   • An official Tour Host for the State of Israel
   • Invited by the Israeli Government to tour Israel with the Commission of Inter-Religious Affairs with
Educational Opportunities
   • Honored by the National Baptist Convention for 50 years of Ministering.
   • On September 22, 2013 Dr. Graham received an Honorary Doctorate Degree of Divinity from
Virginia University of Lynchburg, Virginia.

Some of Dr. Graham’s Achievements:
• The first minister to hold a Revival at a State Correctional Facility in New Jersey. The revival was

held at The Rahway Prison.
   • The first African American Minister to mentor African American students at Fairleigh Dickinson
University in Teaneck, NJ
   • Past President of Board of Directors of Paterson Ecumenical Pre-School, Paterson, NJ
   • President of the Advisory Board of Rutgers School of Nursing, Newark, NJ
   • Annually taught a class at the renown Cornerstone Baptist Church Institute, Brooklyn, NY.
   • Member of the Baptist Minister’s Conference of New York and Vicinity



   • Member of the Hampton Ministers Conference, Hampton, VA
   • Member of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

Rev. Dr. Gadson L. Graham was a world traveler and historian, he loved to tour the south
and visit historic places and journal the life of how our African American ancestors were
brought to this country from Africa and how they survived all kinds of adversity.  He loved
photography. He documented all of his travels with hundreds of photographs. He was all
about educating the youth about their rich heritage. One of his greatest desires which he
did not get to fulfill was to write a book for his beloved grandsons, Brandon and Devin.
A book with a wealth of knowledge about his family, his travels, the people he met that
helped to shape his life and what he learned on his journeys around the world.

Words cannot describe Dr. Gadson L. Graham, a preacher, teacher, historian, world
traveler, husband, father, grandfather. He dedicated his life to helping others. He loved his
family, his church, his community. Whether preaching, teaching, or working with the
disadvantaged he opened his heart (and often his wallet) to the world. In life, especially as
Pastor of a church for over 56 years he faced many challenges but never once retreated.
One of his life’s mottos was, “A winner never quits and a quitter never wins.”

Dr. Graham was preceded in death by his parents, Gadson Graham, Sr. and Bertha
Graham, stepmother, Ida (Mama) Graham, brothers, David Graham, Jimmy and Richard
McCutcheon, sisters, Helen Singletary, Chessie Cockfield, Lillian Graham, Lillie Bell
Dickey, Marion Wright, Flossie Graham, Melva Cooper; brothers-in-law, JD Cockfield,
Walter Dickey Sr., LC. Washington, Willie Cameron, Joseph Cameron Jr., James Cameron,
George Cameron, sisters-in-law, Helen Cameron, Verlene Cameron, Jettie Mae Baker,
Janie Graham.

He leaves to cherish memories His loving wife, Harrie Maude; three children, Timothy
(Ann), Gertha Dawson, Rev. Barry Graham (Joelle); three grandchildren, Brandon, Devin
Graham, Latrisha Best; one great-granddaughter, London Andrews; adopted son, Michael
Darby (Carter); in-laws, Jane Washington, Frankie Nell Cameron, Maltonia Barr (W.C.
Barr), Mabel Cameron, Italy Baker; and a host of nieces and nephews, relatives and friends
and church family.



Friday, August 18, 2017
10:00 a.m.

Worship Leader ......................................................................... The Rev. Kenneth D.R. Clayton
St. Luke Baptist Church

Paterson, NJ

The Processional ..................................................................... The Rev. Natasha Johnson Rouse
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Newark, NJ
Clergy

Visiting Clergy
Family

Deacons
Trustees

Deaconess

Hymn of Celebration ................................................................................... “I Am Thine Oh Lord”

Scripture ....................................................................................... Old Testament – Psalm 90:1-12
Rev. Dr. Randall Lassiter

Calvary Baptist Church
Paterson, NJ

New Testament – 2nd Timothy 4:1-8
Rev. Dr. Alexander McDonald, III

Second Baptist Church
Paterson, NJ

Order of  Worship

Service
Friday, August 18, 2017 - 10:00 a.m.

575 Rev. Dr. Gadson L. Graham Way
Paterson, New Jersey

Rev. Barry L. Graham, Pastor
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Recognition of Civic and City Officials

Expressions ............................................................................ The Honorable Mayor Jose Torres
Mayor,

City of Paterson
Assemblywoman Shavonda Sumter (D) and Assemblyman Benjie Wimberly (D)
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Special Tribute (Tug Boats)
My late parents:

Gadson L. Graham, Sr.
Bertha (Timmons) Graham and Mrs. Ida Graham

My late brother:
David Graham, Sr.

My mentors:
The late Reverend Archibold Barrow, Assistant Pastor of

Community Baptist Church of  Englewood, NJ
&

The late Reverend Flovelle LaGarde, Senior Pastor of
Community Baptist Church of  Paterson, NJ

My extended church families:
The late Deacon John A., Sr. and Deaconess Samaria McCaskill

The late Deacon Alexander and Deaconess Beatrice, Sr., Norris

The late Deaconess Edna Farrar

Deacon Alfred Daniels

The late Mr. Richard and Mrs. Mary Moore

The late Martha Parker, Mrs. Kate Washington
and Mrs. Sarah Smith



SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN MINISTRY

Rev. Elijah Shearin*

Rev. Herbert McCutcheon*

Rev. Ezra Wyatt*

Rev. W. Boyd*

Rev. Roosevelt Blash*

Rev. Dr. Charles Booker

Rev. James E. Mallory*

Rev. Louis Norris

Bishop Jethro C. James, Jr.

Minister Victoria Washington

Rev. Thomas Hinson

Rev. Barney Elam*

Rev. Marcus Riggins*

Rev. Barry L. Graham

Minister Eulie Jones

(* Deceased)

GRANDCHILDREN IN MINISTRY

Rev. Frederick LaGarde, Jr.

Rev. Frederick L. Bowers IV

Rev. Matthew Lawrence Watley

Rev. Natasha Johnson Rouse

Rev. Anthony Cureton



Favorite Poem:

The House by the Side of the Road
There are hermit souls that live withdrawn

 In the place of their self-content~
 There are souls like stars, that dwell apart,

 In a fellow-less firmament.
 There are pioneer souls that blaze their paths

 Where highways never ran~
 But let me live by the side of the road

 And be a friend to man.

 Let me live in a house by the side of the road,
 Where the race of men go by~

 The men who are good and the men who are bad,
 As good and as bad as I.

 I would not sit in the scorner’s seat,
Or hurl the cynic’s ban~

`Let me live in a house by the side of the road
and be a friend to a man.

I see from my house by the side of the road
By the side of the highway of life,

The men who press with the ardor of hope,
The men who are faint with the strife.

But I turn not away from their smiles nor their tears,
Both parts of an infinite plan~

Let me live in a house by the side of the road
And be a friend to a man.

I know there are brook-gladdened meadows ahead
And mountains of wearisome height;

That the road passes on through the long afternoon
And stretches away to the night.

But still I rejoice when the travelers rejoice,
And weep with the strangers that moan,

Nor live in my house by the side of the road
Like a man who dwells alone.

Let me live in my house by the side of the road~
It’s here the race of men go by,

They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are strong,
Wise, foolish ~ so am I;

Then why should I sit in the scorner’s seat,
Or hurl the cynic’s ban?

Let me live in my house by the side of the road
And be a friend to man.
(By: Sam Walter Foss)



56 Years of Building God’s Kingdom









A Special Thanks to

Nicole Fulmore, Lillie Mae Fulmore, Pearl Valentine, Vearle McCutheon,
Debra Fenton, Claire Campbell, Lillian Campell, Nancy Smith, Shirley
Arrington, Michael Darby,  Icylin Nunnally,  Lynn Staton, Dr. Michael

Loewinger, his staff  and all of  Dr. Graham’s other health care providers.
Everyone was so kind, caring, compassionate and professional.

We will be eternally grateful

The entire Canaan Baptist Church Family

A very special Thank You to Rev. Kenneth D.R. Clayton, thank you for
taking your time to care for our family during this difficult time.

Your presence and words of  encouragement made all the difference.

To send online condolences, visit www.braggfuneralhome.com

256 Rosa Parks Blvd.  •  Paterson, NJ 07501  •  (973) 278-6330
143 Myrtle Avenue  •  Passaic, NJ 07055  •  (973) 779-1892

Caring for the Community Since 1937

Professional Services Provided By
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