
Service
Saturday, February 18, 2017 ~ 10:00 am

Heard African Methodist Episcopal Church
310 T. R. Goyins Plaza

310 East Eighth Avenue
Roselle, New Jersey 07203

Reverend Archie Cummings, Jr., Pastor

Sunrise:
May 19, 1941

Sunset:
February 15, 2017



Our Mother, , was born on May 19, 1941 in Roselle,
New Jersey, daughter of the late Virginia Wortman and Lester Hodge.

She attended the Elizabeth Public School system and graduated from Batton High School
in 1959.

Leslie married James Richardson on August 6, 1960. This union was blessed with four
beautiful girls: Linda, Barbara, Audrey and Vikki. In 1967, Leslie moved the family to
Roselle, New Jersey, where she continued to raise her children as a strong, single mother.

In 1975, Leslie was trained by the State of New Jersey to work for the CETA program.
Mommy loved her job and her co-workers. She loved hanging out with them after work.
Later she worked at Macy’s as a Customer Service Representative.

“Les,” as she was affectionately called, was a no-nonsense Mom (you all know what that
means). She was determined to see her daughters as women, so that is how she raised them:
to be polite, articulate, well behaved and respectful. Although she did not have much,
Leslie used her resources well to keep a roof over her children’s heads, food in their bellies
and have cute clothes on their backs. She kept it fresh, too! As kids, we would call her
“Accessory Lady” because she could hook up an outfit on a budget. She loved jewelry!!
She would not let anyone get away looking sloppy either. You better come correct or she
would definitely let you know that your pants were too tight, that lipstick wasn’t your
shade or your boots were no longer in style. Leslie was always classy and stylish. She
loved beautiful clothes and had an elegantly understated style. She loved shopping at QVC,
and was an avid reader and was the uncontested Scrabble champion of our family.

On March 17, 1992, Mom underwent heart bypass surgery. By all accounts, she was not
going to survive the surgery but God is wonderful and she pulled through. We would
jokingly refer to March 17th , as Mom’s “other birthday.” After the surgery, Leslie was
taken care of by her daughter, Barbara and husband, Jerome. She relished the role of
“Nana” and loved all eight of her grandchildren unconditionally.

She moved to Rahway Senior Housing Complex in Rahway where she was a Resident
Advocate for many years. She was always assisting folks in the complex and was loved for
her kindness and compassion.

Leslie was predeceased by her siblings: Frederick Hodge, Lester Hodge, Valderia Hodge
and Anderia Hodge-Glenn.

She leaves to cherish fond memories, her four beautiful daughters: Linda Richardson,
Barbara Tate and husband Jerome, Audrey Roney and husband Kendell, and Vikki Goyins
and husband Ted; 5 siblings: Virginia Hodge, Helena Johnson, Regina Hunter, Patrick
Hodge, and Gladys Muhummad; 8 grandchildren: Trevenia Gravesande, Manny Collins,
Keyon Richardson, George Hardison, and Marcus, Avery, Hezekiah and Scooter Tate; and
a host of aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.

We thank God for the time we had with our Mother on this earth. We praise God for
allowing her beautiful transition from labor to rest.

Lovingly submitted,
The Family



Cremation
Rosehill Crematory
Linden New Jersey

Services Entrusted To:
G.G. Woody Funeral Home, LLC

206 East Eighth Avenue  •  Roselle, NJ 07203
www.ggwoodyfuneralhome.com

Organ Prelude and Processional.............................Michael Reeves

Parting View..................................................................The Family

Selection.............................................................Keyon Richardson

Prayer............................................Reverend Archie Cummings, Jr.

Scripture Readings
Old Testament – Psalms 27.......................................Lisa A. Harris
New Testament – I Thessalonians 4:13-18.........Alexander Goyins

Obituary....................................................................Tamara Hodge

Selection....................................................................Rhonda Denei

Prayer/Words of Comfort.............Reverend Archie Cummings, Jr.

Eulogy.................................................Mr. Theodore R. Goyins, Jr.

Committal.....................................Reverend Archie Cummings, Jr.

Recessional......................................................“Going Up Yonder”



A rose once grew where all could see,
sheltered beside a garden wall,

And as the days passed swiftly by,
it spread its branches, straight and tall...
One day, a beam of light shone through

a crevice that had opened wide
The rose bent gently toward its warmth

then passed beyond to the other side
Now, you who deeply feel its loss,

be comforted - the rose blooms there -
its beauty even greater now, nurtured by

God's own loving care.

The family of Leslie Mary Richardson would like to take
this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation for the
many thoughtful acts of kindness, support and concern

extended to us during our time of bereavement.
Thank you and may God richly bless you.
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