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Service ﬁ
Saturday, May 28, 2016 - 10:00 a.m.

NEWARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
723 Clinton Avenue
Newark, New Jersey

Dr. Eugene Lawton, Officiating
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Order of Fervice for the %megoz’ng Celebration of
Sorena Fanders GWrz‘gﬂl‘

SoNg DIrECOrS ....evvveeiieeiiieeiiieiieeiee e eieeeree e Anthony Cox
Carl Ramdas
Kings Church of Christ

Visitation and Viewing ... Recording by the Exciting Enchanters

Congregational Selections (2)

Bible InSpiration .........cccceceveeeveecieeneeneenreeveeveennes Philip Angoy
East Orange Church of Christ
Prayer....cccoovieieeieeeee e Clifford O’Neal

Princeton Church of Christ
Congregational Selections (2)

Acknowledgment of Condolences ............ Desiree White O’Neal
Princeton Church of Christ

Musical Selection ..........cccceevveevienicnnneennn James Moore Family
Union, NJ
Reflections .....cccvvvveveeeeieiiieeiiiiiieeiins Bruce Wadzeck, Minister

Princeton Church of Christ

Ernest Coleman
Newark Church of Christ

Anthony Hardaway, grandson
Sharon Hardaway Johnson, daughter

Musical Selections .......c..cceceeveveenicenneen The Exciting Enchanters
Newark Church of Christ
Congregational Selection ..........ccccecveeviiieeiiieenieennnen.. Andre Hart
Newark Church of Christ
BULOZY ..ooovvenreeernesre SRR I Eugene Lawton, Minister
Newark Church of Christ
Recessional .................... Recording by The Exciting Enchanters
INTERMENT

Fairmount Cemetery
Newark, New Jersey




Lorene Sanders Wright was born November 6, 1923
in Evergreen, Konecuh County, Alabama. Due to
recording errors, she legally became Lorena Sanders,
born October 6, 1923. She was the tenth of the thirteen
children born to John and Myrene (Nicely Burnett)
Sanders, all of whom predeceased her: Robert, Lucille,
Ruby, Beader, Tishie, George, Ida Mae, Reatha,
Walter, Lorena, Helen, Erskine, Elizabeth.

She graduated with high marks from Fairfield Industrial
High School with skills in hairdressing, dressmaking
and culinary arts, and worked in a hospital as a nursing
assistant. She also worked in the shipyards of Portland,
Oregon before her marriage to Lovett Hardaway and
relocation to Akron, Ohio. From this union were born
three daughters: Beverly Elaine, Sandra Jean, and
Sharon Marie.

In 1953 Lorena and her daughters moved to New Jersey
in search of a better life. No stranger to hard work, she
provided for her family by performing domestic work,
then working at the Hudson Lamp Company in Kearny,
NJ, New Jersey Bell Telephone Company, Firefyters,
and Eastern Airlines, where she worked from 1968-
1987, when she retired.

She raised three grandsons after their mother’s
(Sandra’s) death, so she resumed working: at Allstate
Insurance Company, Continental Airlines, and the
Newark Youth Detention Center, where she worked
until her final retirement from the employment market.
Love found her and she was married to Ollie Wright in
1981 by evangelist Eugene Lawton in Irvington, NJ, but
he, and daughters Sandra and Beverly predeceased her.

Lorena was an accomplished seamstress and milliner,
skills which she used to clothe herself and her children.



Her cooking was well-known, as she regularly invited
guests and visitors to share meals in her home, and to
share some word from the Lord. She was a loving and
caring mother and grandmother, and was affectionately
known as ‘“Mama” by all who knew her in the
neighborhood where she was a respected resident for
some S5 years.

Lorena was baptized into Christ in 1934 at the age of ten
by the pioneer evangelist S.T.W. Gibbs, Sr., in
Fairfield, Alabama, and never looked back from serving
and leading others to Him. She placed her membership
at the Newark Church of Christ when it was located on
Court Street, in 1953, and was a faithful member for
over 50 years. She was the first directress of the
Newark Adult Chorus, and was active as a teacher,
soul-winner, and in the benevolence ministry. Her
radiant example shall be missed and treasured at this
congregation. She went home to be with the Lord on
Friday, May 20, 2016, after suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease for ten years.

She leaves to cherish her memory her daughter, Sharon
Hardaway Johnson (Bruce); nine grandchildren,
Anthony, Keith, Darnell, Erin and Saroya Hardaway,
Etienne and Lorena Davis, Cherilyn Johnson and Sonja
Johnson (Philip) Malcolm; eleven great-grandchildren,
Shariekah Wooten, Tynetta Ross, Jihaad Reeves,
Shakasha Stevenson, Tasaan Wilson, Shanead
Dunkley, Sharice Davis, Bryan and Keith Hardaway,
Jr., Shania Ojebe, and Olivia Malcolm; six great-great
grandchildren, Nasiyah and Jahni Wooten, Amir and
Amare Wilson, Mekhi and (Baby) Stevenson; twenty
nieces and nephews, and a host of cousins, church
family and friends.



hand tofthefpoorstyea; she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of the snow for
her househ('JM; for all her household are clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of
tapesgry, her clothmg is silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth
among the eld:ers ofithe land. She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the
merchant. Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She
openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to
the WEyS%fEEI hgusehold and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call
her blessed: her hu.sband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou
excellest thetlr?éll."Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she
shall"beﬂ pp?fsed." Gi\%rller of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.






cg) affﬂearers

Walter Gardner Craig Hamilton

Clarence Holley Gregory Hunt

Michael Graves Emmanuel Mensah

%(momry Pallbearers
Anthony Hardaway Keith Hardaway, Jr.
Keith Hardaway, Sr. Bryan Hardaway
Darnell Hardaway Tasaan Wilson
SHcknowledgement

The family of the late Lorena Sanders Wright is grateful for all
of your prayers and expressions of sympathy and love. It is
vour love that comforts and eases the pain, and reminds us of
God’s infinite grace. May God continue to bless you and
forever keep you in His loving grace.

“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God;”
Isaiah 46:10

HEAVEN IS WORTH IT ALL

Professional Services by:

Whigham Funeral Home

580 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Newark, New Jersey 07102
973-622-6872
Carolyn Whigham, Director
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