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Obiluary
Our beloved Ruth E. Smith (Auntie) departed this life on
June 5, 2012. Ruth was born to Benny and Octavia
Madden on August 12, 1913 in Anniston, Alabama. Ruth
spent her childhood and young adult life in both Anniston
and Opelika, Alabama where she completed her high
school education.

During the early 1950’s, Ruth along with her mother and
younger brother (Benny) moved to New York where she
began her adult life in Harlem.

Ruth was an active member of Abyssinian Baptist Church in Harlem up
until the early 90’s and continued her regular financial support to the church
throughout the later years of her life. Ruth remained a devout Christian and
fervent witness of Jesus Christ each day up until her Savior called her home.

Ruth served two years on the board of directors at her residence building
(HDFC) in Harlem. Ruth was a model community citizen and a Santa
Claus, Easter Bunny and Halloween sponsor to many children in her
building.

Ruth worked in New York City at the Reliable (Cosmetic) Press Company
where she retired after twenty-eight years in 1991.

Ruth was affectionately known for her endless generosity to both her family
and friends. Ruth is sometimes best remembered for her stylish and classy
taste of apparel and jewelry.

Preceding her in death are: her father, Benny K, mother, Octavia, brother,
Major, brother, Benny, nephew, Ralph, great niece, Kathy and great
nephew, Ronald.

Left to cherish her memory are: her nieces, Shirley Oliver, Barbara Ealey,
Majorine Grant, Julia Madden and Eloise Hill; nephews, Ronald and
Marshal Madden; and a host of great nieces and nephews in New York,
Georgia and North Carolina; as well as many great, great nieces and
nephews. Also left to cherish her memory is her best friend, Ms. Eleanor
Johnson from her residence building and a multitude of friends throughout
New York City and the Harlem Community.
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