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 (known as  or ), son of the late John William and
Lucretia Woolridge-Manns. Van was born in Buckingham County, Virginia on
February 1, 1945. He departed this life on August 26, 2011. He was preceded in death
by three sisters, Mamie Celeste Coles, Alice Inice Watson and Oleaner Watson, and
one brother, John William Manns.

Van attended school in Buckingham County, Virginia. At an early age, he accepted
Christ into his life and joined the Oak Grove Baptist Church in Farmville, VA. He
later moved to Paterson, NJ, where he met and married the former Kathleen (Kathy)
Adamson on December 20, 1969. They have one God-daughter, Julita C. Manns of
Fort Lauderdale, FL and one God-son, Jamarr Davis of Trenton, NJ. Van and Kathy
have a host of nieces, great nieces, nephews, and great nephews that they considered
as their own children. Van leaves to treasure his memory a special cousin, Mack
Johnson, special friends, Joe Miles, George Thomas, John L. Cook, Howard (CB# 14)
and his friends at the Governor Street garage.

Van worked for Coca Cola Canning Co. for many years until the company was
resolved. He worked for RaceWay, John Lackie, and for the Borough of Bogota,
Bogota, NJ. Van loved to have fun and spent hours talking on his CB. He enjoyed
partying with his friends and family. He cherished playing with his nieces and
nephews and showed his love for all the kids.  He was always willing to give a helping
hand to family and friends.

Van leaves to cherish his memories: a devoted and loving wife of forty-one years,
Kathleen Manns; five brothers, Leroy (Ida) Manns of Paterson, NJ, Mack (Althea)
Manns of Killeen, TX, Kenneth (Mary) Woolridge of East Orange, NJ, Alex (Genove-
va) of Pembroke Pine, FL, and Frank Manns of Farmville, VA; four brothers-in-laws,
Earl Watson, Joe Coles, Sol Adamson, Nathaniel, Horace and Calvin Bryant; three
sisters-in-law, Ollie Nether, Lillie Adamson and Annette Bradley; and a host of
nephews, nieces, great nieces, great nephews, cousins, neighbors and a very dear friend
Mr. John.

I have finished now with this house of clay,
Please kindly and carefully lay it away.
And let me rest from this life of pain,
Toiling in sunshine, storm and rain.

Please no sad hearts, no hung down heads.
Do not weep for me for I AM NOT DEAD.

I no longer need this house of clay,
So tenderly, carefully lay it away.



East Ridgelawn Cemetery
255 Main Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07014

Processional ....................................................................... Soft Music

Hymn ............................................................................Goldera Surles
Giana & Justin Watson

Scripture ......................................... Lucy Watson & Tamekia Manns
    Old Testament
    New Testament

Prayer of Comfort ........................................................... Nancy Allen

Hymn ........................................................................... Family/Friend

Acknowledgements .............................................. Tatanisha Williams

Reflections ................................................................. Marilyn Manns
(Family & Friends please limit your remarks to 2 minutes)

Obituary ....................................................................... Read  Silently

Solo ........................................................................... Cynthia Watson

Introduction of Speaker ................................................. Corey Manns

Eulogy ................................................................. Rev. Theresa Nance

Benediction

The Family will receive friends at
Integrity Masonic Temple

224 Broadway • Paterson, NJ 07501



The family of  gratefully acknowledges with deep
appreciation for all of the expressions of kindness and sympathy

shown during the passing of our loved one. May God bless you all.

To send online condolences, visit www.braggfuneralhome.com
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